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Paper Second- Society in India 
Set – B 

Time allowed: 1.30 Hours     Maximum Marks: 40 

Q1. Each Question carries one mark. 

1. Which of the following is a ascribed status 

A. Priest                              B Soldier 

C Husband                          D. Son 

2. Which one of the following is known to be the youngest of the social science 

A. Economics B.SociologyC. Anthropology D. Psychology 

3. Which one of the following act first recongnised monogamy as the accepted form of 

marriage. 

A)The Hindu marriage act 1935    (B)The Hindu marriage act 1955 

(C)The Hindu marriage act1975    (D)The Hindu marriage act 2000 

4. Which family is formed by and individual when he marries and has children 

A.Family of orientation                            B. Family of procreation 

C. Nuclear family        D. Conjugal family 

5.Who among the following follow the matrilineal family system 

A Nairs of kerela      B Bhil 

C Kadars        D. Muslim 

6.  In which family the wife goes and lives in the house of her husband 

APatrilocal                 B Bilateral 

CPatrilienal     D  Joint family 

7.  One wife brother’s is ones 

A.  Primary                                                   BSecondary 

C   Territary      D  Affinal secondary kin 

8. .  A man who has several wives often house in different huts and sometimes in different 

parts of country is called 

A. Polygyny                                                                     B. Polyandry 

C.Polyandry                                                                      D.None of these 

 

 



9. Basic facts of life are 

A Kinship and marriage                                                         B Marriage 

B Both A and B                                                                    D.None of these 

10. Sexual relations by married persons other than those with their legitimate spouse 

unmarried persons is called 

A. Adultery                                                                            B Immature 

    C.     Senseless                                                                        D.  Childhood 

11. Polygamy is a term covering 

A. levirate and sororate                                            B. endogamy and exogamy 

B. Polygny and polyandry         D  Cross cousin marriage and parallel cousin marriage 

12. Who has to pay dower to whom 

      A  Wife to husband                                                                           B. Husband to wife 

     C.   bride’s father to groom                                                         D. Groom father to bride 

 

Q2. Each Question carries four mark 

1. Describe the characteristics of joint family. 

संयुक्त प�रवार क� �वशषेताओं का वणर्न कर�। 

1. Common residence: 
Characteristic feature of the joint family. It implies that all the 
members live together one roof. The traditional Indian joint family 
consisted of several family units. But although units lived together in a 
single house. However, when the accommodation was felt inadequate 
they were compelled to live separately in the close vicinity. 

2. Common Property: 
Another significant feature of the joint family is that the members hold 
property, both movable and immovable, in common. The head of the 
household also maintains a common fund, which pulls together the 
earnings of all the members. In wealth of the family is both produced 
and consumed collectively and the head that is known as the ‘karat’ 
acts as trustee of the common property. He looks after the material 



well-being of all the members his family. Although the members of the 
joint family earn according to their capacity, the consumption is not 
delimited to their earnings. Rather they consume in accordance with 
the necessity. 

3. Joint Kitchen: 
The presence of a joint family is also felt due to the existence of a 
common kitchen the spouse of the head of the family or an aged 
woman of the family acts as the supervisor of the other female 
members working in the kitchen. While the women of the family an 
engaged at the hearth, the males are engaged in field work outside 
home. Generally, the children and male members of the joint family 
are, first of all, served food by the women an thereafter they 
themselves take food. So long as a joint kitchen is maintained the joint 
family remains integrated. But when separate cooking begins, the 
beginning of disintegration of joint family starts. 

4. Common Religious Worship: 
The members of a joint family believe in common gods and goddesses. 
Their common gods and goddesses are known as their ‘Kula Devatas’. 
Religion is so much integrated with the Hindu social life that several 
religious ceremonies and rituals are performed in a collects manner. 
The younger generation learns the religious practices from the older 
generation. 

5. Kindred Relationship: 
The members of the joint family are bound together through blood 
relationship. Parents and children, brothers and sisters, grandparents 
and grand children are all tied by kinship bonds and are 
accommodated under the same roof. 



6. Consciousness of mutual rights and obligations: 
All the members of the joint family, except the head or ‘Karta’, have 
equal rights and obligations. The members are always conscious of 
these rights and obligations. This consciousness maintains the joint 
family as a closely-knit unit. However, the head of the joint family 
appears more equal than other members in regard to the rights and 
obligations. 

7. Rule of the Head: 
The eldest married male member of the family, known as the ‘Karta’ is 
the head of a joint family. The ‘Karta’ possesses absolute authority 
over all the members of the family. His decision is also binding on all 
the family matters. 

8. There Generation Depth: 
The joint family comprises of persons belonging to at least three 
generations. Many a time, it may be supplemented by other relatives 
like cousins, great grandsons, uncles, aunts, etc. 

2. Explain recent trends in Hindu marriage. 

�हदं ू�ववाह म� हाल के रुझान� क� व्याख्या कर� 

(1) Marriage is not held as compulsory: 

In Hindu society formerly marriage was considered to be absolutely compulsory for both 

male and female. Universality of marriage was a special feature of Hindu society, since a son 

is essential for attaining heaven and salvation of the ancestors. Besides, a wife was necessary 

for performing his dharma and religious activities. 

But today young educated boys and girls do not believe in the ancient religious values. Many 

girls are not prepared to accept the slavery of boys. Many economic independent girls remain 

unmarried unless they get a suitable match for them. So marriage has ceased to be universal 

and compulsory in Hindu society. 



(2) Decrease in the parental control over the selection of mates: 

The selection of mates was exclusively the concern of the parents or guardian. Their decision 

was final. No weightage was given to the opinion of the groom and the bride in this regard – 

But due to influence of western ideas like liberalism and individualism and also as a result of 

the economic independence, young boys and girls are being given chance to take their own 

decision regarding their marriage. As a consequence, there appears a trend towards love 

marriages in which the parents have no role to play. 

(3) Change in the aim of marriage: 

There has been a change in the aim of the Hindu marriage. Traditionally “Dharma” “Praja” 

“Rati” constituted the three aims of Hindu marriage and “Dharma” was accorded the highest 

priority. “Praja” occupied next place and last but the least Rati was the aim of Hindu 

marriage. But at present the order appears to have been reversed with “Rati” at the top 

followed by “Praja” and “Dharma” 

4) Change in the rules of selection of Mate: 

Exogamy and endogamy, the traditional rules regarding mate selection in Hindu society have 

been changed. At present the educated person are violating this restriction as well as Hindu 

marriage Act 1955 encouraged the inter caste marriage and permitted sagotra and sapinda 

marriages. The bonds of endogamy gradually are breaking and the number of inter-caste as 

well as inter religion marriages are on the rise. 

(5) Opposition to child marriages:In Medieval India, the custom of child marriage was very 

much in vogue. After the passing of sarada Act child marriage has become illegal and the 

marriageable age has been raised to 21 for boys and 18 for girls as per the law. Spread of 

women education and last settlement of boys in career are also another factors for opposition 

to child marriage. 

(6) Change in the Rites and Rituals Performed at the time of marriage: 

Traditionally Hindu marriage involved a number of religious rites and rituals like. “Homa” 

Panigrahana” ‘Saptapadi’ etc by chanting vedic mantras. Today’s most of these rites and 

rituals have been eliminated and marriages can be solemnized ever in the civil court 

according to the special marriage Act 1954 or in other institution like Arya Smaja with 



simplified rituals. So as such the sacrament character of Hindu Marriage is lost and instead 

acquired secular nature. 

(7) Provision of divorce: 

Hindu marriage was a more or less permanent bond and dissolution of a marital tie or divorce 

was generally not allowed in Hindu Society. The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 has introduced 

a significant change in the institution of Hindu marriage by permitting divorce under certain 

specific circumstances. As a result the incidence of divorce rate has increased in our society 

affecting the stability of Hindu marriage 

(8) Permission of widow remarriages: 

The significant change in the institution of Hindu marriage is related to the problem of widow 

re marriage. Widow Remarriage was strictly for-bidden by Hindu society. The Hindu widows 

Remarriage Act of 1856 allows widows to remarry. So widow remarriage is no more 

considered to be wrong in Hindu society. 

(9) Abolition of polygamy:Formerly a Hindu husband was allowed to have more than one 

wife for one reason or the other. The Hindu Marriage Act 1955 has decreased polygamy to be 

illegal and states that no one can marry for second time while the former spouse is alive. 

 
Q3.  Each Question carries ten mark( Any two) 

1. Explain causes for the changes in the joint family. 

संयुक्त प�रवार म� होन ेवाले प�रवतर्न� का कारण बताएं। 

1. Industrialisation: 
With the advent of the British in India a process of industrialisation 

started which brought about far-reaching changes in the Indian 

social and economic life. Industrialisation resulted in the flow of 

rural population to the urban areas. 

 

 



People moved from rural areas to urban areas for jobs and a better 

standard of living breaking their relationships with the joint family. 

Thus, modern industries shattered the very foundation of joint 

family system in India. 

The geographical mobility of some of the members of joint family 

has affected the traditional structure of the joint family as well as 

the relations among the members. Jobs in the factory have freed 

young men from direct dependence upon their families and from 

the control of the heads of the households. Hence, industrialisation 

has created a new socio-psychological setting in which the survival 

of traditional joint family has become difficult. 

2. Urbanisation: 
Along with the process of industrialisation, the process of 

urbanisation has resulted in the weakening of the joint family 

system in India. Urban population has grown at a faster rate in our 

country in last few decades. 

The result of urbanisation has been the establishment of nuclear 

families because urban-dwellers choose the nuclear families. 

Urbanisation has emphasised individuality and privacy which 

encourage the establishment of independent family units. M.S. Gore 

has maintained that the urban families show a shift away from joint 

family norms in their attitudes, role perceptions and their 

behaviour. 

A change in attitude towards joint family is evident among the 

urban educated persons. In addition, the women who have got 



gainful jobs seek more freedom in many aspects. Therefore, they try 

to restrict the kinship ties. 

Lous Wirth also believed that the city is not conducive to the 

traditional type of family life. According to him, the family, as a unit 

of social life is emancipated from the larger kinship group 

characteristics of the village and the individual members pursue 

their own divergent interests in their vocational, educational, 

religious, recreational” and political life. 

3. Education: 
Education has affected joint family system in more ways than one. 

It has brought about changes in attitudes, beliefs, values and 

ideologies of the people. These changes are visible among both 

males and females who are educated. Education has also created 

individualistic attitudes among the educated persons. Hence, 

education has worked against the maintenance of the joint family 

system. 

I.P. Desai and A.D. Ross have highlighted the role of education 

against the joint family in two ways. One, by emphasizing 

individualism, it puts before the people the concept of the type of 

the family which is contrary to the joint family system, and two, it 

prepares the people for occupations which cannot be found in their 

native places. As a result they get themselves separate from the 

ancestral family and live in areas which provide them the 

occupations suited to their education. In course of time, these 

people lose contact with parental family. They imbibe new ways of 

living and thinking which are inimical to the joint family sentiment. 

4. Enlightenment of Women: 



The educated Indian women are impressed by the modern family 

life. They have become conscious of their rights and equality with 

men. They have started making use of educational and employment 

opportunities. 

Education and jobs for women have brought about tremendous 

changes in their status. At present they earn their own living. This 

gives them a sense of independence. The effect of jobs for women 

has been towards equality. Thus, the rises in the status of women 

and their economic independence have adversely affected the joint 

family system. 

5. The Impact of Western Culture: 
The impact of Western culture can be seen in many ways. First it 

resulted in the ideals of liberty and equality. Second, it resulted in 

individualism. Third, it resulted in materialism. As a combined 

result of this Western influence, the old and traditional Hindu 

values underwent tremendous changes and the very nature of joint 

living was affected. 

6. Change in Marriage System: 
Change in age of marriage, freedom in mate selection and change in 

attitude of individuals towards marriage have also affected joint 

family system. The choice of the marriage partners is less and less 

determined by the head of the family. 

People are less subject to parental control and other forms of social 

pressure regarding whom and when they shall marry. The older 

external and one-sided control is replaced by choice of mate. This 

has weakened the patriarchal control over the family and family 

mores. 



7. Social Legislations: 
The joint family system has received a great setback from several 

legislations. These legislations are: 

1. The Hindu law of Inheritance, 1929 

2. Hindu Women’s Right to property Act, 1937 

3. Special Marriage Act, 1954 

4. Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 

5. Hindu Succession Act, 1956 

6. Dowry Restraint Act, 1961 

These Acts have not only modified the inter-personal relations and 

the composition of family but also the stability of joint family. The 

Hindu succession Act, 1956 has brought about fundamental changes 

in the Hindu joint family structure by conferring equal rights on 

women in inheritance. Special Marriage Act, 1954 has permitted the 

freedom of mate selection and marriage in any caste and religion 

without the parent’s consent. This has affected the marriage system 

to a large extent. 

8. Over-Population: 
Over-population has caused excessive pressure on the agricultural 

and residential land. The agriculture no longer provides 

employment to the ever- increasing number of people depending on 

it. The poor and the unemployed desert their homes in search of 

employment elsewhere. 

2.    Explain the forms of marriage? 



  �ववाह के रूप� क� व्याख्या कर�? 

Forms of Marriage: 
Every society has certain forms of pairing arrangements to which 

we call marriage but remaining single or pairing without marriage 

(living together) is fast emerging as an acceptable form of lifestyle in 

the modem world. The trend towards maintaining an unmarried 

lifestyle is related to the growing economic independence of young 

people. 

Singleness is an attractive option for those who do not want to limit 

their sexual intimacy to one lifetime partner or have the burden of 

children over the past 50 years, living alone has become one of the 

most rapidly increasing social trends. The single life—for both men 

and women—is not viewed as a social taboo anymore. 

Eric Klinenberg, professor of sociology at New York University, in 

his recently published book Going Solo (2012) revealed that there is 

a fascinating rise in the numbers of ‘singletons’ (people who live 

alone). Such people regard solitary living as a sign of accom-

plishment. 

This is appealing to millions of people around the world. India, 

along with China and Brazil, has recorded the fastest growth of 

single-person households. This change has affected families, 

communities, cities and personal lives. 

The main forms of marriage are: 
1. Monogamy: 
It is a form of marriage in which one man is married to one woman 

at a time. It allows one wife to have one husband till death and only 



divorce separates them apart. This form of marriage is the only 

universally recognized form and is the predominant even in 

societies where other forms exist. 

In Western countries and the United States, an increasing number 

of married people end their relationship with one spouse (leading to 

subsequent divorce) and remarry another. This pattern of marrying 

is called serial monogamy. It means a person is allowed to have 

several spouses in his or her life at a time. 

2. Polygamy: 
Some cultures allow an individual to have more than one spouse at 

the same time. Having more than one marriage partner at a time is 

known as polygamy. It was practised in most of the societies of the 

world but now the trend is towards monogamy. However, as 

anthropologist George Murdock (1959) found, 80 per cent of 

societies had some type of polygamy. 

There are three basic forms of polygamy: 

(a) Polygyny: 

It refers to plurality of wives or having more than one wife at the 

same time. In many societies, having several wives is a mark of 

prestige, distinction and status. It is very common among Muslims 

in Africa and in Middle East and Asia. 

(b) Polyandry: 

It is a type of marriage in which a woman can have several 

husbands (plurality of husbands) or two or more husbands 

simultaneously. It is very rare form of marriage. Wherever it is 



practised, the co-husbands are usually brothers, either blood 

brothers or clan brothers and are of the same generation. 

It is known as adelphic or fractural polyandry. The Todas (South 

India) and Khasa (North India) are the famous examples of 

polyandry. One motive in this case would be the maintenance of 

land and property within one family. 

(c) Group Marriage: 

It is one more type of polygamy, in which several or many men 

marry to several or many women. It is practised in some indigenous 

societies. 

3. What are the functions of modern nuclear family? 

आध�ुनक परमाणु प�रवार के कायर् क्या ह�? 

1. Stable Satisfaction of Sex Need: The modern nuclear family continues to be the 
executive means of providing sexual satisfaction to its members. No other agency 
has been able to take up this task to the satisfaction of the members. 

The family does this task through its agent- the marriage. Though pre-marital sex 
relations are on the increase especially in the West, they are still treated as ‘deviant 
trends’ or stray instances. 

2. Procreation and Upbringing of Children: 
The modern family still fulfils the functions of procreating and upbringing of children. 
The family is regarded as the “proper” authority to produce children and to bring 
them up. Even today most of the children are born and brought up in the family one 
Family alone is well equipped to produce and bring up children. 

This function has been associated with family since centuries. It continues to be the 
biological group for procreation and for the physical care of the children. 

3. Socialisation of Children: 
The modem family still remains as the main architect of socialising the new born 
child. The child develops a ‘self’ and a personality of its own mainly in its family. Most 
of the social norms, values and ideals are picked up by the child in the family only. 



Parents are showing more interest now-a-days giving proper social training to their 
children. 

4. Provision of Home: 
The modern family provides for its members house to live in. Due to economic and 
other exigencies, family members may go out for some time but they spend much of 
their time in the home itself. It is a happy place to live in both for parents and their 
children. 

It still continues to be the noblest centre of human affection, love and sympathy. 
Other agencies such as hotels, hostels, lodging houses, etc., may provide shelter to 
the members, but not the needed love and affection. Only the home can provide 
permanent homely atmosphere for its members. 

The general view of the modern nuclear family is that it is not a highly ritualised and 
institutionalised entity. It is rather what Burgess has called “a unit of interacting 
personalities set in a cultural framework, responsible for a limited number of social 
functions and for a biological function “. 

It is held together by internal cohesion rather than external pressure. It is more 
unstable than what it was in the past. Still it is more free to fit the variations in human 
personality. 

4. What are the rites associated with Hindu marriage? 

�हदं ू�ववाह से जुड़ ेसंस्कार क्या ह�? 

Among the Hindus there are certain rites which must be performed for marriage to be com-
plete. The main rites are: vagdana, kanyadaana, homa, panigrahana, saptapadi and 
mangalyadharana. These rites and the importance attached to them have added to the sanctity 
of the Hindu marriage. 

(i) Vagdana [Oral Promise]: 
In the presence of the people gathered for the marriage the names, gotras and pravaras of the 
bride and the bridegroom are announced along with the announcement that they are ready for 
the marriage. This ritual is known as “Panigrahanasankalpa” or Vagdana. 

(ii) Homa: 
‘Homa’ refers to the offering in the sacred fire. A number of ‘homas’ or fire rituals are 
observed in the marriage of which “LajaHoma” is an important one. This ‘homa’ is symbolic 



of fecundity and prosperity. Fred grains dipped in ghee are offered to fire [that is to Lord 
Agni] by the couple with a prayer to the God requesting him to bless them with progeny and 
prosperity. 

(iii) Kanyadaana: 
This is the most important ceremony connected with marriage. It is the ceremony of giving 
away the bride as a gift to the bridegroom in the presence of the sacred fire and in the 
presence of the people gathered. 

The father of the bride gifts her away to the bridegroom with a promise on his part that he 
would not transgress her “in the attainment of piety, wealth and desire”. The same promise is 
repeated thrice and the bridegroom affirms his promise thrice. 

(iv) Panigrahana [Holding the Hand of the Bride]: 
This ritual refers to taking the right hand of the bride with the words: “I seize thy hand for the 
sake of happiness that you may live to old age with me…” With this the bridegroom takes the 
responsibility of looking after the bride. 

(v) MangalayaDharana [Tying of the Tali or Mangalasutra]: 
This involves the act of tying the tali or mangalasutra [which is regarded as the sign of 
longevity of the husband] round the neck of the bride by the bridegroom. This ritual for 
which there is no reference in the Dharmashastras is more in practice in South India than in 
the North. It has even influenced the Catholic Christians of the South. [In north India, 
particularly in Bengal, Bihar, U.P. and Orissa the binding part of the marriage ceremony is 
“sindurdan” or painting of the part of the hair on the bride’s forehead with vermilion and 
putting lac bangles in her lands by the groom – C.B. Mamoria. 

(vi) Saptapadi: 
This is the ritual in which the bride and the bridegroom go ‘seven-steps’ together. The 
husband makes the bride step forward in the northern direction seven steps with the words: 
“one step for sap, two for juice, three for wealth, four for comfort, five for cattle, six for 
seasons, friend be with seven steps united to me”. This ritual is important from the legal point 
of view, for the Hindu marriage is regarded legally complete only after it is performed. 

The rites cited above are performed by a Brahmin priest in the presence of the sacred fire and 
are accompanied by the Vedic mantras. “They are necessary for marriage to be complete, 
because when they or any of them are not properly performed, the marriage may be legally 
questioned. Hindu marriage is a sacrament. It is considered sacred because it is said to be 
complete only on the performance of the sacred rites accompanied by the sacred formulae”.’ 
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